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Within Our Gates (Oscar Micheaux, 1919, US; 79 min.)

Producer: Oscar Micheaux
Editor: Oscar Micheaux

Screenwriter: Oscar Micheaux 
Abstract (adapted from IMDB.com):
Southern Negro Sylvia Landry visits her cousin Alma in the North, where there is less overt racial prejudice than in her home town of Piney Woods in the Deep South, and is anxiously awaiting her fiancé, Conrad. But Alma has designs on Conrad and tricks Sylvia into a compromising situation when he arrives, and he abandons her. Disheartened, she returns to Piney Woods to help a reverend running a school for young Negroes. Sylvia learns that the reverend hasn't the heart to turn away poor students, and unless he can raise $5,000 to supplement the mere $1.49 per child per year that the state supplies, the school will be closed. She goes up North again to try to raise the money and has little success, but meets kindly Negro Dr. V. Vivian when he helps her regain her stolen purse. When she saves a child from being hit by a car, she herself is slightly injured. But the owner of the car is philanthropist Mrs. Elena Warwick, who is sympathetic to her quest and promises to donate the $5,000 to the school. Her bigoted Southern friend, Mrs. Stratton, tries to talk her out of the donation, and Mrs. Warwick gets so incensed she raises the amount to $50,000. Her job done, Sylvia returns to Piney Woods. But Dr. Vivian has fallen in love with Sylvia and goes to Alma to try to find her. There he learns the shocking details of her family’s past.
Cast:

Sylvia Landry (Evelyn Preer)

Alma Prichard (Flo Clements)

Conrad Drebert (James D. Ruffin)

Larry Prichard (Jack Chenault)

Detective Philip Gentry (William Smith)

Dr. V. Vivian (Charles D. Lucas)

Mrs. Geraldine Stratton (Bernice Ladd)

Mrs. Elena Warwick (Mrs. Evelyn)

Jasper Landry (William Stark)

Jasper's Wife (Mattie Edwards)

Philip Gridlestone (Ralph Johnson)

Efrem, Gridlestone's Servant (E.G. Tatum)

Emil Landry (Grant Edwards)

Armand Gridlestone (Grant Gorman)

Questions for Discussion:

1.  How does Within Our Gates respond to The Birth of a Nation in its efforts to teach us about power, US regionalism (e.g., the North, the South), gender, class, and race?
2.  How did The Red Summer of 1919 impact Within Our Gates?
3.  How does the film’s style reject a more Hollywood style of filmmaking, and why? Find examples from the film to support your points.
4.  Who is the target audience of Within Our Gates? Why?
5.  Discuss how marriage and patriotism function in the film. Give examples from the film to support your points.
6.  Why does Micheaux represent multiple taboo subjects in Within Our Gates? What are some examples from the film, and how do they function?
